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 EPR intensive farming - applying for a permit 
When do you need an Environmental Permit?
The threshold for needing an Environmental Permit is the capacity for more than:

  ▪
750 sows
  ▪
2,000 production pigs over 30kg
  ▪
40,000 poultry (including chickens, layers, pullets, turkeys, ducks, guinea fowl and quail)
You need an Environmental Permit if either of the following statements applies to you: 

   ▪
you wish to build a new installation with animal places above the threshold 

   ▪
you wish to increase your current stocking level to a number above the threshold
Use the flowchart on the next page to guide you through the process of applying for a permit.
Where can I get the application form and guidance?

Application form - go to www.environment-agency.gov.uk, go to Business and industry > Environmental topics > Environmental permitting > Application form.

Horizontal guidance - go to www.environment-agency.gov.uk, go to Business and industry > Environmental topics > Environmental permitting > Permitting guidance > Technical Guidance Notes > Horizontal guidance. You will need to use H1 Environmental Risk Assessment and H5 Site Condition Report Guidance for your application. You may need to use H3 Noise and H4 Odour. 

How to comply - go to www.environment-agency.gov.uk, go to Business and industry and then follow the links using the box on the left hand side of the page to go to Sectors > Agriculture > Pig and poultry > What you must do > EPR for farmers > How to comply.
Example applications - go to www.environment-agency.gov.uk, go to Business and industry and then follow the links using the box on the left hand side of the page to go to Sectors > Agriculture > Pig and poultry > What you must do > EPR for farmers > Model applications. 

Factsheets - go to www.environment-agency.gov.uk, go to Business and industry and then follow the links using the box on the left hand side of the page to go to Sectors > Agriculture > Pig and poultry > What you must do > EPR for farmers > Newsletters.
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Guidance 

                                                                              (see overleaf for where to obtain the guidance)
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You should not stock any new buildings until the permit is issued. 


The amount you pay will vary according to the compliance you achieve during the routine inspections we will make - see factsheet ‘EPR intensive farming compliance assessment’.








We issue your permit and you are now required to comply with its conditions. You will pay an annual subsistence charge.  





If your installation is within 400m of neighbours and/or there is a history of complaints, you will also need to submit:


An odour management plan


A noise management plan








Start here





This stage enables you to check that all features such as incinerators, buildings, slurry lagoons, fuel tanks, etc, are identified in the schedules and are on the site plan. Any omissions in your application may require you to vary it later, at your expense. This stage aims to avoid this.





H1 and H5 guidance is available on the Horizontal guidance web page – see overleaf for details. 


An example of a non-technical summary is in the example application.





The application form, guidance on how to complete it and an example application are on the Environment Agency website – see overleaf for details.


You should refer to version 2 of How to comply for a new permit application.








Guidance on odour and noise management plans is in the example application. 


For further information on noise see H3 and odour see H4.


How to comply version 2, appendices 4 and 5 contain farming specific guidance on odour and noise management.








We will assess your application. The National Permitting Service will determine your application.  They may ask you for additional information.








We send you the draft permit asking you to check that it accurately reflects your farm and operations.





Submit an application using parts A, B and F of the application form and pay the application fee. You will need to refer to ‘How to comply’ version 2. 











With your application you need to provide us with:


H1 – Environmental risk assessment


H5 – Site condition reports


Non-technical summary














Do this before you apply for planning permission. The permitting process can take several months. We may not be able to issue a permit because of your sensitive location and/or the size of the installation. We may ask you to incorporate ammonia or odour-abatement techniques. The sooner you know our concerns the better you can plan. A full list of what are sensitive receptors can be found in the H1 guidance.








Contact your local Environment Agency office to arrange a pre-application visit by an officer. They will be able to advise you on the proximity of sensitive receptors such as wildlife sites. 
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