
An example of sustainable development

Recreation, society and health

Floodplains provide areas
of open space and bring
significant health and
recreational benefits to local
communities. They are likely to
increase the value of the site. 

Development is subject to a variety of opportunities and
constraints. This depends on the proposed use of the site, 
its location and its particular characteristics. 

Managing flood risk

Your development must be
safe from flooding and must
not increase the risk of
flooding elsewhere. Making
space for water can provide
valuable green space, adding
value to your development. 

Managing surface water

Using sustainable drainage
options on your site can
reduce pollution and reduce
the risk of flooding. They can
save you money compared
with the more traditional
drainage techniques. 

Using water wisely

Water efficient appliances
can be installed in homes
and offices at little or no extra
cost. In a metered building
they will even save money in
running costs. 

Appropriate
development in
area of lowest
risk of flooding

Redevelopment
of existing
buildings

Development avoided
in area of highest
risk of flooding.
Floodplain restored.
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Wildlife and green space

Providing green space and
encouraging wildlife can be 
an asset to your development.
Properties directly overlooking
high-quality green space are
worth up to seven per cent
more than similar properties
without those views. 

Preventing pollution

Planning ahead will reduce
the likelihood of causing
pollution (and therefore the
risk of being prosecuted).
Reedbeds offer a last-chance
safeguard against pollution
leaving your site. They will
also improve the wildlife. 

Managing waste

You can save money by
re-using materials and
reducing the amount of
waste you produce during
construction and demolition.

Land affected by
contamination

Contaminated soils can be
treated on site, saving you
money on lorry movements
and disposal costs. 

Sustainable construction

The majority of homeowners
are willing to pay more for
homes with a good eco-home
rating. Resource efficiency
measures can be installed for
little or no extra cost and will
save on running costs. 

This hypothetical site is for illustrative purposes only. 
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