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Press release
NetRegs invite Welsh builders to sign the ‘Plasterboard Pledge’ to help save up to £2,600
NetRegs, a partnership between Environment Agency Wales and the other UK environmental regulators, launched a national awareness campaign last month (February 2010), which saw NetRegs joining forces with builders’ merchants across Wales to bring sole traders up-to-date with environmental legislation. 

Throughout the week-long roadshow, NetRegs representatives visited four builders’ merchants, including Selco Builders Warehouse in Swansea and Cardiff, Caldicot Building Supplies Ltd in Newport and Thorncliffe Building Supplies Ltd in Rhyl, to engage with sole traders across the country. 

The website, which provides free environmental guidance, NetRegs- netregs.gov.uk aims to help small and medium-sized businesses across Wales to understand what they need to do in order to comply with environmental law and protect the environment, which can also lead to businesses saving money. 

Emma Mason, NetRegs spokesperson for Wales, said: “We’re visiting builders’ merchants across Wales to speak with traders about the importance of complying with environmental laws, and to make it easy for them to do so. 

“We’re asking businesses and traders to sign the ‘Plasterboard Pledge’, which involves subscribing to our free monthly newsletter via the NetRegs website. Subscribing could mean they save on average £2,600 a year by saving time on keeping up to date with legislation and complying with environmental law.
“By signing the ‘Plasterboard Pledge’, businesses will be kept up-to-date with new legislation or changes to environmental laws, given tips on how they can be greener and save money, and informed of future legislation to help them plan ahead.” 

Selco in Swansea was the first store to receive a visit from the NetRegs team, who spoke with local traders about the benefits of signing up to the NetRegs website. 

Kelvin Coe, Store Manager at Selco Builders Warehouse in Swansea, said: “We are delighted to be part of this campaign, as it’s important to remind our customers that they have a responsibility to ensure that all building and trade waste is disposed of in a safe and responsible way.”
Helen Jenkins, All Wales Co-ordinator for Fly-tipping Action Wales, added: “We applaud NetRegs for launching this campaign, which helps businesses and traders get the information they need to dispose of their waste legally. 

“We see 55,000 incidents of fly tipping in Wales every year, the annual clean-up costing taxpayers in Wales £3 million. A third of these are from construction and demolition waste. 
“If you are using a tradesperson or business to get rid of building waste, make sure that they are a registered waste carrier. You can find your local registered waste carrier on the waste directory on NetRegs – wastedirectory.netregs.gov.uk. If your waste is found fly-tipped, it will be your responsibility and you will face a fine.”

For more information about NetRegs and to sign up to the free monthly newsletter, visit www.netregs.gov.uk
- ENDS – 

Captions:
Image 1: (L-R) Skewen based carpenter, Randy Newton signs up to the Plasterboard Pledge with some help from Helen Vautier, NetRegs and Kelvin McCoe, Selco Swansea. 

Image 2: (L-R) Dan Coughlan, Quality Home Improvements, Monica Maya, NetRegs and Selco Cardiff store manager, Andy Norton
Notes to editors: 
For further information please contact Helen Newton and Kate Sullivan at Equinox PR on 029 20764100 or email netregs@equinox-pr.co.uk
About NetRegs: 

· NetRegs was launched in 2004 to provide SMEs in the UK with free guidance on complying with environmental legislation without the need to register.
· NetRegs - www.netregs.gov.uk - is a partnership between the Environment Agency in England and Wales (EA and EAW), the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and the Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA, formerly the Environment and Heritage Service).
· The website currently offers specific guidelines for over 110 business types in the UK.

· Businesses can opt to receive free email alerts from NetRegs to keep up-to-date on forthcoming legislation or any changes to current environmental regulations.  Visit  www.netregs.gov.uk
· Businesses can search for their nearest licensed waste site on the NetRegs waste directory.  Visit www.wastedirectory.netregs.gov.uk/
· NetRegs encourage traders and businesses to consider reusing or recycling their building materials as a first option, before disposing of it legally. 

