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1 introduction

1.1 Under the terms of the Radioactive Substances Act 1993, The Environment Agency regulates approximately 4000 premises in England and Wales, including 34 nuclear licensed sites.  

1.2 In carrying out our work under the Act, our regulators use internal guidance known as the Radioactive Substances Regulation Environmental Principles (REPs). We have recently produced an updated and complete version of the REPs document, in draft form. This updated version has been produced by our officers with assistance from external specialists, including input from a number of representatives of regulated premises; that is, premises which are currently registered or have authorisations under the Act. Other inputs have been provided by organisations which are planning to (but have not yet) applied for registration or authorisation under the Act.  
1.3 We are consulting widely on this revised document before it is finalised and published. 

1.4 Commencing on June 18 2008, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) is also consulting on two draft documents:

· The UK National Discharges Strategy 2006 – 2030 (2008, draft) 

· Statutory Guidance to the Environment Agency on radioactive discharges (2008, draft).
1.5
We have written our REPs, in part, to assist us to meet the objectives set for us by Government in the draft Statutory Guidance. 

2 Radioactive substances regulation environmental principles

2.1 We intend the REPs to form a consistent and standardised framework for the technical assessments and judgements that we must make when regulating radioactive substances. They provide technical guidance that helps underpin the decisions that we make relating to radioactive substances regulation, including those about permitting and compliance where we regulate directly, those where we are consultees or advisors, or otherwise have influence.  The development of the REPs is consistent with our commitment to modernising regulation and improving our effectiveness and efficiency.

2.2 The target audience for the REPs is primarily our radioactive substances regulators. The REPs will also be of value to current and potential operators and owners of facilities and sites where radioactive substances are used and radioactive wastes are generated and managed. 

3 Best Available Techniques

3.1 We are introducing the concept of “best available techniques” (BAT) throughout radioactive substances regulation. We are proposing that BAT will replace “best practicable means” (BPM) and “best practicable environmental option” (BPEO). This is consistent with the recent Government White Paper on nuclear energy, and it also meets Government expectations as set out in Defra’s draft Statutory Guidance. We intend the level of environmental protection under BAT to be the same as the current level.   

3.2 We have developed draft technical guidance on BAT. Because this concept is central to the revised REPs, we have included this in the consultation.
3.3  
We intend to produce other technical guidance to support the REPs in due course. We are asking stakeholders to suggest areas where such guidance may be of value. 
4 consultation 

4.1 We will start our consultation on 18th June 2008, and it will extend for a three month period. We therefore invite comments on the two documents (REPs and BAT guidance) to be received on or before 30th September 2008.

4.2 We will accept comments on the documents in writing or by e-mail, with or without attachments. 
Electronic responses should be sent to:
REPS@environment-agency.gov.uk
Written comments should be sent to the following address:

Naomi Davidson 
Environment Agency Block 1 
Government Buildings 
Burghill Road 
Westbury on Trym 
Bristol 
BS10 6BF 

4.3
We will consider all comments received when drafting the final versions of both the REPs and the BAT guidance. However, it would assist our work if your comments could be formatted according to the template enclosed as Appendix 1.  

5 Reporting

5.1    Following the consultation, we will collate and analyse your responses. We will produce a document summarising them, and this will be made available on the Environment Agency website. This summary may reference and/or quote from individual responses, unless you request that your response is not referenced in this way. 
5.3 We will file all consultation responses and make them available on request   unless you wish your response to remain confidential. If this is the case, please make this clear in your response. In any case, contact details of individuals will not be made available publicly.   

5.4 The final published documents (REPs and BAT Guidance) will be produced taking into account the consultation summary; they will also take into account responses received by Defra in their parallel consultation.

APPENDIX 1 – Pro-forma for consultation responses
	Response from:

	


	1. RSR Environmental Principles 
	Comments

	1.1
	Introduction (Section 1): Is this clear and helpful? How could it be improved?
	

	1.2
	Structure (Section 2): Is the structure of the REPs clear? Is the document well-structured? How could it be improved?
	

	1.3
	Objective and Fundamental principles (Sections 3 and 4)
	

	1.4
	Developed principles – management and leadership for the environment (Section 5.1)
	

	1.5
	Developed principles – radioactive substances management (Section 5.2)
	

	1.6
	Developed principles – radiological protection (Section 5.3)
	

	1.7
	Developed principles – site evaluation (Section 5.4)
	

	1.8
	Developed principles – engineering (Section 5.5)
	

	1.9
	Developed principles – emergency preparedness and response (Section 5.6)
	

	1.10
	Developed principles – decommissioning (Section 5.7)
	

	1.11
	Developed principles – contaminated land and groundwater (Section 5.8)
	

	1.12
	Developed principles – the regulatory framework (Section 6.1)
	

	1.13
	Developed principles – compliance assessment (Section 6.2)
	

	1.14
	Developed principles – evaluation and information (Section 6.3)
	

	1.15
	Developed principles – enforcement (Section 6.4)
	

	1.16
	Appendix
	

	1.17
	Acronyms and definitions (Section 8): complete and accurate? 
	

	1.18
	Is anything missing from the REPs?
	

	1.19
	Is there anything in the REPs which is superfluous or otherwise should not be included?
	


	2. BAT guidance
	Comments

	2.1
	Introduction
	

	2.2
	Statutory framework
	

	2.3
	Definition of BAT
	

	2.4
	Determination of BAT
	

	2.5
	Implementation of BAT
	

	2.6
	Setting discharge limits based on BAT
	


	3. General
	Comments

	3.1
	Do you have any views which are not covered by the sections above?
	

	3.2
	Will you find the new documents helpful to your work?
	

	3.3
	What supporting guidance would you find helpful?
	

	3.4
	Do you have any comments on the consultation process?
	


	4. Confidentiality
	Yes/No

	4.1
	Are you content for your views to be quoted and attributable in the consultation summary?
	

	4.2
	Are you content for your complete response to be made available to others on request?
	


	Title
	

	No.
	
	Status:
	
	Issue Date:
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