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Policy statement 
	The Environment Agency does not favour or prescribe the use of any particular model.  We leave it to operators/applicants to justify their choice of models (including the version).  
However, the chosen model (and the specific version) must be fit for purpose and based on established scientific principles.  It also needs to have been validated and independently reviewed.  
For transparency reasons, we expect full technical specifications, validation and review documents of the chosen model (and the specific version) to be publicly available.  The Royal Meteorological Society (1995) has provided some guidance on the justification of choice and use of models.


	Objectives
	


	Policy authorisation
	Policy sponsor 

Martin Bigg, Head of Industry Regulation 

Chair approval body

Please state name and title.


Explanatory note

	Background
	This policy statement reiterates our longstanding position on the choice of air dispersion model in assessing air quality impacts of prescribed processes.


	Desired outcomes
	Clear and consistent information about the Environment Agency’s position on the choice of air dispersion models for air quality assessment.


	Audience
	National Permitting Services, Industry Regulation Function, Waste Function, external consultancies, industrial operators.


	References
	Royal Meteorological Society (1995) ‘Atmospheric Dispersion Modelling: Guidelines on the justification of choice and use of models, and the communication and reporting of results’, published in collaboration with the Department of the Environment.


	Comment
	We have consider the impact of this policy on Wales and belief no additional action is required.


Policy implementation plan

	Who are the target audiences?
	Internally: Area Industry Regulation and Environmental Management officers, National Permitting Services, Industry Regulation Policy/Process, Waste Regulation Policy/Process, Air Quality Modelling and Assessment Unit, Air Quality Policy

Externally: Operators, Defra, SEPA, NIEA, local authorities, trade associations.


	Do they require awareness training or education?
	Understand the policy and how it will be implemented, and know where to access further information.


	What do they need to know?
	Understand the policy and how it will be implemented, and know where to access further information.


	When do they need to know it?
	As soon as practicable.


	How will they be told?
	Internally : Through auditing procedures/guidance and training courses. Easinet

Externally: Through the Environment Agency’s internet site, communications with operators through our daily work, presentations at external meetings and other forums.


	Who will tell them?
	Internally : Air Quality Modelling and Assessment Unit

Externally: Air Quality Modelling and Assessment Unit, Permitting officers, Industry Regulation Policy/Process, Air Quality Policy, Waste Policy/Process.


	Monitoring of progress
	Methods

Explain the methods for monitoring progress here. 

	
	Success criteria
	Date completed

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Comments

Fill in details here. 
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